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resource elements in joint transmissions, due to interference
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two PDSCH symbols are transmitted over three consecutive
CRS-collided PDSCH resource elements. In a third scheme,
CRS-collided resource elements are transmitted using a
lower modulation order than is specified by the modulation
and coding scheme.
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PDSCH RESOURCE ELEMENT MAPPING
FOR THREE-CELL JOINT TRANSMISSION

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application relates to coordinated multipoint trans-
mission, joint transmission, and cell-specific reference signal
(CRS) interference cancellation (IC).

BACKGROUND

The third generation partnership project (3GPP) and long-
term evolution (LTE) standards are orthogonal frequency
division multiplexing (OFDM) technologies. In addition, the
LTE physical layer (PHY) uses orthogonal frequency divi-
sional multiple access (OFDMA) on the downlink and single
carrier frequency division multiple access (SC-FDMA) on
the uplink.

OFDMA is used to multiplex different users with time-
frequency resource allocation in the same transmission
frame. Each user is allocated one or more sub-channels made
up of a fixed number of narrowband subcarriers. Because they
are orthogonal to one another, interference levels are gener-
ally low between subcarriers in a single cell/sector.

Despite the benefits of orthogonality, where the same sub-
carriers are in the same time slots within nearby cells/sectors,
collisions (interference) may occur. Fractional frequency
reuse (FFR) is one mechanism to address the interference.
FFR distinguishes cell edge users from cell center users by
providing cell edge users with more transmission bandwidth,
more power, or both.

The transmission channel is divided into multiple subcar-
riers, which allows data to be transmitted in parallel streams.
A downlink signal to be transmitted is schematically depicted
using a two-dimensional resource block made up of the sub-
carriers (frequency) and OFDM symbols (time). An indi-
vidual unit of the resource block is known as a resource
element (RE). The resource element thus represents one sub-
carrier for sending data over one symbol period. The term
physical resource block (PRB) is used in both the uplink and
downlink, with RB being a shorthand version of PRB.

The resource elements can be assigned individually to
different users in a cellular network. This allows data to be
simultaneously sent to or received from the different users,
subcarrier-by-subcarrier, for the designated symbol periods,
by a single base station (eNB).

Under LTE, the resource block consists of twelve subcar-
riers per slot, where a slot is 0.5 milliseconds in duration, and
two slots make up a subframe. Each resource element within
the resource block grid represents a single subcarrier for one
symbol period. For eNBs and user equipment having multiple
antennas, or multiple-input-multiple-output (MIMO) appli-
cations, the transmitting antennas may send signals simulta-
neously within the resource block.

Before data transmission can take place between the eNB
and user equipment (UE), the channel between them must be
characterized. To characterize the channel, each eNB in the
cellular network periodically sends synchronization signals
and reference signals to the one or more UEs within its cell
region. The synchronization signals provide network timing
information, while the reference signals help to determine a
channel impulse response. Another channel characterization
process, known as “sounding”, involves the transmission of
sounding packets to the user equipment.

Reference signals are embedded in the resource blocks in
predetermined locations. For example, under the LTE speci-
fication, reference signals in the downlink are transmitted
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2

during the first and fifth OFDM symbols of each slot when a
short cyclic prefix is used and during the first and fourth
OFDM symbols when a long cyclic prefix is used. Reference
symbols are also transmitted every sixth subcarrier and are
staggered in both time and frequency. The reference signals
are known to both the eNB and to the user equipment. A
reference signal is assigned to each cell within a network and
acts as a cell-specific identifier.

For the subcarriers (resource elements) bearing reference
signals, the channel response is computed directly, while the
channel response for the other subcarriers is interpolated.
Where the eNB has multiple antennas, the reference signals
may be transmitted sequentially from each antenna port that
is formed by multiple antennas.

Two channels used in downlink I'TE are the physical down-
link shared channel (PDSCH) and the physical downlink
control channel (PDCCH). The shared channel, PDSCH,
transmits the data while the control channel, PDCCH, indi-
cates user equipment-specific information. The PDCCH is
mapped onto resource elements in up to the first three OFDM
symbols in the first slot of the resource block.

For eNBs having two or more antennas, transmit beam-
forming may be used for improved throughput. Where the
channel characteristics between the eNB and the user equip-
ment are known, the phases of the transmit signals on each
antenna may be coordinated so as to constructively combine
at the user equipment antenna.

Under the LTE standard, the user equipment is configured
in one of several different transmission modes, which defines
how to process data transmissions received on the PDSCH.
There are nine transmission modes under the most recent
version of the standard, and the transmission mode is selected
based on the capabilities of both the eNB and the user equip-
ment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advan-
tages of this document will become more readily appreciated
as the same becomes better understood by reference to the
following detailed description, when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference
numerals refer to like parts throughout the various views,
unless otherwise specified.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a PDSCH resource
element mapping method for three-cell joint transmission,
according to some embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a resource block,
according to some embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a simplified diagram of a wireless neighborhood
in which cells are combined for coordinated multipoint and
joint transmission operations, according to some embodi-
ments;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of three resource blocks used by
three different cells conducting joint transmission, used to
illustrate collided resource elements, according to some
embodiments;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing PDSCH resource ele-
ments colliding with CRS resource elements of a resource
block, according to some embodiments;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the three resource blocks of
FIG. 5, in which the PDSCH of collided resource blocks are
muted, according to some embodiments;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the first scheme of the
PDSCH resource element mapping method of FIG. 1, accord-
ing to some embodiments;
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FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the second scheme of
the PDSCH resource element mapping method of FIG. 1,
according to some embodiments;

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram showing operations performed by
the PDSCH resource element mapping method of FIG. 1,
from the perspective of the UE, according to some embodi-
ments;

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram showing operations performed
by the PDSCH resource element mapping method of FIG. 1,
from the perspective of the eNBs in the cluster, according to
some embodiments; and

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating the third scheme of
the PDSCH resource element mapping method of FIG. 1,
according to some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with the embodiments described herein, a
PDSCH resource element mapping method is used for joint
transmissions. The method solves a problem of colliding
resource elements in joint transmissions, due to interference
caused when PDSCH resource elements are transmitted in the
resource block of one cell and cell-specific reference signals
are transmitted in the same location of the resource block of
an adjacent cell. The PDSCH resource element mapping
method employs one of several schemes for transmitting the
collided resource elements, with minimal interference.

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which show by way of illustra-
tion specific embodiments in which the subject matter
described herein may be practiced. However, it is to be under-
stood that other embodiments will become apparent to those
of ordinary skill in the art upon reading this disclosure. The
following detailed description is, therefore, not to be con-
strued in a limiting sense, as the scope of the subject matter is
defined by the claims.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a PDSCH resource
element mapping method 200 for three-cell joint transmis-
sion, according to some embodiments. The method 200
includes three different schemes 300, 400, and 500, for
addressing the problem of collided resource elements that
cause interference for user equipment. The first scheme 300
involves the transmission of a single PDSCH resource ele-
ment over three consecutive cell-specific reference signal-
collided (CRS-collided) resource elements. The first scheme
300 is illustrated in FIG. 7, below. The second scheme 400
involves the transmission of two PDSCH resource elements
over three consecutive CRS-collided resource elements. The
second scheme 400 is illustrated in FIG. 8, below. The third
scheme 500 involves selectively modifying the modulation
order for some resource elements to address interference of
user equipment. The third scheme 500 is illustrated in FIG.
11, below. Before describing the schemes 300, 400, 500 in
detail, some background on coordinated multipoint (CoMP)
transmissions and joint transmission are first introduced.

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram showing how the available down-
link bandwidth is divided into physical resource blocks (RBs)
under LTE and 3GPP. A single resource block 46 occupying
a downlink subframe, is divided into two slots, a first down-
link slot and a second downlink slot, with only the first slot
being shown in FIG. 2. The resource block 46 consists of two
sets of twelve consecutive subcarriers 44 and seven symbols
42, and is used for short cyclic prefix transmissions. Other
resource blocks may be used for long cyclic prefix transmis-
sions (not shown). The long cyclic prefix resource blocks
consist of two sets of twelve consecutive subcarriers 44 and
six symbols 42. The resource block is the smallest element of
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resource allocation assigned by the eNB scheduler. In the
resource blocks 46 being depicted herein, only the first down-
link slot is included.

A cell identifier defines the position of a cell-specific ref-
erence signals (CRS) in the downlink subframe. The first
downlink slot of the resource block 46 includes PDCCH
resource elements (gray) while the second downlink slot (not
shown) has no PDCCH REs. Both downlink slots include
CRS resource elements (left diagonal lines). In the first
resource block 46, the CRS resource elements are located in
the first and the fifth symbol positions. (For long cyclic prefix
transmissions, the first and the fourth symbol positions are
populated with CRS resource elements.) In some embodi-
ments, the total number of resource elements 48 that are
available for PDSCH transmission in the resource block (long
cyclic prefix) is 96, 32 for the first downlink slot (36 available
PDSCH slots minus four CRS slots) and 64 for the second
downlink slot (72 available PDSCH slots minus eight CRS
slots). Where the short cyclic prefix is used, 120 resource
elements 48 are available for PDSCH transmission in the
resource block 44 for the first downlink slot and 76 for the
second downlink slot, in some embodiments.

Inthe following examples, only short cyclic prefix resource
blocks are depicted. However, the principles described herein
may readily be applied to resource blocks having long cyclic
prefixes. Further, only the first downlink slot of the resource
block is used to illustrate the principles of the PDSCH
resource element mapping method 200. System designers of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that the principles
described herein may be applied to transmissions involving
the second downlink slot.

Further, the illustrations of the resource block (FIGS. 2,
4-7, and 10-11) depict PDCCH REs, PDSCH REs, and CRS
REs in a particular arrangement. However, the principles of
the PDSCH resource element mapping method 200 is not
limited to the particular arrangements of resource blocks
illustrated herein, but may be applied to other resource blocks
having other characteristics.

As shown in FIG. 2, the smallest unit of the resource block
46 is the resource element 48, which carries a single data or
training symbol 42 on a given subcarrier 44. The resource
elements 48 making up the resource block 46 may be assigned
individually to different user equipment in a cellular network.
This allows data to be simultaneously sent to or received from
the different users, subcarrier-by-subcarrier, for the desig-
nated symbol periods.

In conventional multi-cell systems, users at the cell edge
suffer from high inter-cell interference and are not able to
achieve high throughputs because of their low signal-to-in-
terference plus noise ratio (SINR). FIG. 3 shows a wireless
neighborhood 100 having multiple cellular regions or cells
40A-40N (collectively, “cells 40”), each cellular region being
serviced by an eNB. eNBs 30A-30N occupy the wireless
neighborhood 100 (collectively, “eNBs 30”). Each cell 40
may further be divided into sectors, in which each cell has
three sectors and the associated eNB for the cell serves all
three sectors. InFIG. 3, cell 40G is further divided into sectors
56A, 56B, and 56C. User equipment located in the three
sectors 56 A, 56B, and 56C are serviced by the eNB 30G.

User equipment 20, such as a mobile device, a laptop
computer, or other wireless technology, while moving
through the wireless neighborhood 100, is occasionally
located at the edge of a cellular region 40. Although the UE 20
is serviced by the eNB 30E, when at the edge of the center
cellular region 40, the UE 20 may experience interference
from eNBs located in several of the surrounding cellular
regions, namely, from eNBs 30K, 30M, 30G, and 30C (with
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the interfering signals denoted with thick dashed lines). User
equipment located at the edge of the cell 40 thus may expe-
rience high inter-cell interference, which, in turn, causes low
throughputs because of a low SINR.

Cooperative multiple point (CoMP) transmission is used to
enhance system performance in advanced cellular systems.
Joint processing, a transmission scheme used in CoMP,
involves coordination between multiple eNBs that are simul-
taneously transmitting to or receiving from the user equip-
ment (UE). The wireless neighborhood 100 of FIG. 3 also
illustrates the principle of inter-cell interference. Inter-cell
interference occurs when the user equipment 20 experiences
interference from eNBs outside its relevant cell, that is, eNBs
that are not the user equipment’s home eNB. To remove
inter-cell interference and increase the capacity of the net-
work, network multiple-input-multiple-output (MIMO), also
known as coordinated multi-point transmission (CoMP), may
be used. Under CoMP, a limited number of neighboring cells
form a cluster (CoMP set), and the eNBs in the newly formed
cluster perform joint coordination or pre-coding to serve
users in the cluster by exchanging information through a
backhaul.

The wireless neighborhood 100 in FIG. 3 consists of a
series of clusters or CoMP sets 50, according to some
embodiments, in which neighboring cells 40 form clusters 50
of size three. Three neighboring cells 40A, 40B, and 40C
form cluster S0A (dotted), neighboring cells 40D, 40E, and
40F form cluster 50B (dotted cross-hatched), and neighbor-
ing cells 40G, 40H, and 40] form cluster 50C (vertical
dashed). The UE 20 is located at the edge of the cluster 50B.

User equipment 20 entering into the cluster 50B is serviced
by joint coordination of each of the eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F.
Although the user equipment 20 is jointly serviced by the
three eNBs, one of the eNBs remains the designated “home”
eNB. The home eNB is generally the eNB that is closest to the
user equipment (e.g., the one having the lowest path loss from
the user equipment). In FIG. 3, the home eNB ofthe UE 20 is
eNB 30E.

Under CoMP, the UE 20 estimates its channel direction to
different eNBs 30 by measuring reference signals transmitted
from different eNBs 30 in the cluster 50 and feeds back the
measured information to its home eNB 30E by using an
appropriate pre-coding matrix indicator (PMI). Moreover, the
UE 20 measures the channel quality from different eNBs by
estimating the SINR and reports the appropriate channel
quality indicator (CQI) to its home eNB 30E.

The eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F in the cluster 50B cooperate
and transmit a useful signal to the UE 20 (black arrows) while
the eNBs 30C, 30G, 30K, and 30M in the neighboring clus-
ters transmit interfering signals to the UE 20 (thick dashed
arrows) and are thus likely to cause inter-cluster interference
to the mobile device.

There are four scenarios defined for CoMP evaluation.
Each ofthese scenarios involves user equipment located at the
edge of a cell. In scenario one, the three collocated eNBs
serving the three sectors of each cell form a CoMP cluster.
This scenario is illustrated in FIG. 3. In scenario two, nine
nearby eNBs form a CoMP cluster. Namely, the coverage of
each CoMP cluster is about three times larger than that of
scenario one. In FIG. 3, for example, the clusters 50A, 50B,
and 50C may form such a CoMP cluster. In scenario three,
one macro (large) eNB and four pico (small) eNBs of each
sector form a CoMP cluster. In these three scenarios, each
eNB has a different cell ID that results in a different CRS
frequency shift. In scenario four, the CoMP cluster is formed
the same way as in scenario three, except that the whole

25

30

35

40

45

6

cluster shares the same cell ID. Three of the four scenarios
involve different transmission points having different cell
identifiers (IDs).

FIG. 4 is a diagram used to illustrate three-cell joint trans-
mission, according to some embodiments. The following
examples assume that the user equipment 20 is traveling
through cluster 50B in the wireless neighborhood 100 of F1G.
3, where cluster 50B consists of cells 40D, 40E, and 40F,
which are serviced by eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F, respectively.
Each joint transmission cell has two CRS (antenna) ports and
three frequency shifts for the three different joint transmis-
sion cells. One antenna port may use multiple resource ele-
ments per slot. Only the first downlink slot is shown of each
resource block 46A, 46B, 46C, with resource block 46A
being transmitted by eNB 30D in cell 40D, resource block
46B being transmitted by eNB 30E in cell 40E, and resource
block 46C being transmitted by eNB 30F in cell 40F.

In the RB 46 A, there are eight CRS REs (vertical lines) in
the slot. In one scenario, the eight REs are shared by two
ports, with one antenna port using four CRS REs per slot and
eight CRS REs per subframe 54, with the remainder of the
CRSs being used by the second slot. In the RB 46 A, the CRS
REs are denoted as “1” for the first antenna port and “2” for
the second antenna port.

In the RB 46B, there are eight CRS RFEs (horizontal lines)
in the slot, which are frequency shifted by one RE 48 relative
to the CRS REs (vertical lines) of the RB 46 A. The eight CRS
REs are shared by two antenna ports, denoted as “1”” and “2”,
with each antenna port using four CRS REs per slot and eight
REs per subframe 54, four for each slot. In the RB 46C, there
are eight CRS REs (checkerboard lines) in the slot, also
frequency shifted by one RE 48 relative to the CRS REs
(horizontal lines) of the RB 46B. The eight CRS REs are
shared by two antenna ports, denoted as “1” and “2”, with
each antenna port using four CRS REs per slot and eight REs
per subframe 54, four for each slot.

In cluster or CoMP set 50B, the eNB 30D in cell 40D
transmits the resource block 46 A to all UEs in its cell 40D; the
eNB 30E in cell 40E transmits the resource block 46B to all
UEs in its cell 40E; and the eNB 30F in cell 40F transmits the
resource block 46C to all UEs in its cell 40F. Further, under
coordinated multipoint transmission (CoMP), all three
resource blocks 46A, 46B, and 46C are simultaneously trans-
mitted by the eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F, occupying the respec-
tive cells 40D, 40E, and 40F. Thus, in addition to the UE 20
receiving the three RBs 46A, 46B, and 46C from the three
eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F, other UEs in the CoMP set 50 also
receive the three RBs shown in FIG. 4.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the resource blocks 46 consist of
different types of resource elements (REs) 48. Cell-specific
reference signals (CRSs), denoted in vertical lines for cell
40D, in horizontal lines for cell 40E, and in checkerboard
lines for cell 40F, occupy frequency-shifted locations of the
resource blocks 46, with the vertical lined CRSs in subcarri-
ers 3, 6,9, and 12, the horizontal lined CRSs in subcarriers 2,
5, 8, and 11, and the checkerboard lined CRSs in subcarriers
1,4, 7, and 10, of the first and fifth symbols 42. Additionally,
the resource blocks 46 include PDCCH resource elements
(gray) and PDSCH resource elements (white). The PDSCH
REs (white) labeled with “17, “2”, “3”, etc., are meant to
illustrate that different QAM symbols may be sent onthe REs.
For example, as explained below with respect to the method
500, some REs within the resource block 46 may be trans-
mitted using QAM while others may be transmitted using
16QAM/QPSK.

It is likely that the PDSCH of the transmission node may
collide with the CRS of a different transmission node in
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scenario 3. In scenario 3, each eNB has a different cell ID that
results in a different CRS frequency shift. Under the LTE
standard, the user equipment is configured in one of several
different transmission modes, which defines how to process
data transmissions received on the PDSCH. The major fea-
tures of transmission mode 9, for example, are that the chan-
nel state information reference signal (CSI-RS) for CQI/PMI
feedback is sparse, the user equipment-specific reference sig-
nal (UERS) for demodulation may be beamformed, and there
may be as many as eight spatial streams.

In PDSCH transmission mode 9, UERSs with precoding
are applied for coherent detection. Therefore, UE-specific
beamforming weights are applied on the PDSCH resource
elements and may vary across time and frequency. When the
CRS with constant beamforming weights collides with the
PDSCH with varying beamforming weights, strong interfer-
ence occurs. That is, a legacy receiver cannot detect the
PDSCH in the presence of the CRS interference. The joint
transmission is thus compromised by collided resource ele-
ments.

FIG. 5 shows the colliding resource elements caused by
interference between PDSCH REs and interfering CRSs in
resource blocks 46 A-46C. All colliding resource elements are
outlined in thick black lines. There are twelve collided REs,
each RE in the fifth symbol of the resource block 46.

In the first three subcarriers, the collided resource elements
60A, ..., 60J (collectively, “collided resource elements 60”)
caused by the interfering CRSs are shown. Looking at
resource element 48 in the first subcarrier, fifth symbol,
denoted 60A, 60B, and 60C, the resource blocks 46A and 46B
are both occupied by PDSCH resource elements (white),
while the resource block 46C includes the CRS resource
element (checkerboard lines).

Similarly, looking at resource element 48 in the second
subcarrier, fifth symbol, denoted 60D, 60E, and 60F, the
resource blocks 46A and 46C include the PDSCH resource
elements, while the resource block 46B includes the CRS
resource element (horizontal lines). The resource element 48
in the third subcarrier, fifth symbol, denoted 60G, 60H, and
60J, is occupied by PDSCH resource elements in resource
blocks 46B and 46C, while the resource block 46A has the
CRS resource element (vertical lines).

The collided resource elements problem also exists for
each succeeding subcarrier position in the fifth symbol.
Despite the presence of CRSs also in the first column (symbol
period) of the resource blocks 46, no such collided resource
element problem exists in the first downlink slot of the
resource block 46 because the PDCCH resource elements do
not exhibit interference with CRSs.

The most straightforward solution is to put the PDSCH
resource elements that collide with the CRSs on mute, so as to
reduce the interference. FIG. 6 shows the three resource
blocks, this time with the PDSCH resource elements in the
fifth symbol muted (diagonal lines).

Despite solving the interference problem, since the muted
resource elements do not transmit the PDSCH, the available
resource elements for PDSCH transmission decreases, result-
ing in a lower throughput. Another drawback of muting the
PDSCH resource elements is that, because the interfering
PDSCH is muted, legacy user equipment may underestimate
the interference level on the measured CRS resource ele-
ments.
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Since muting the PDSCH has drawbacks, cancelling the
CRS interference on the collided resource elements 60 is
desirable. In some embodiments, the PDSCH resource ele-
ment mapping method for three-cell joint transmission 200
employs one or more of three schemes for solving the above
problem.

Scheme 1: Transmit One PDSCH Symbol Over Three Con-
secutive CRS-Collided PDSCH Resource Elements (FIG. 7)

The transmission of one PDSCH resource element 46 over
three CRS-collided resource elements 60 can be expressed in
the following equation:

®

y’é = HII(P13+H,2( P23+H’3‘?3r3 + 73
&k _ prkp < ko kD<ot o
Yo =H{Pi3+ Hyeyry + Hy P35+

¢ = Hier + HEPys + HEPis+ 1y

where y/* is the received vector when the eNB 30 of cell i
sends the CRS r, and the eNBs of the remaining joint trans-
mission cells send data (vector or symbol) s; k is the index of
the resource element; r, is the CRS sent by the eNB of cell i;
H/* is the channel matrix of the downlink channel from the
cellieNB 30 to the user equipment 20; P, is the beamforming
matrix for sending the data s from the cell i eNB 30 to the user
equipment 20; €, is the antenna selection vector that is an all
zero vector, except the i”” element is one, e.g. [1 0 . .. 0]7 for
cell i eNB to send its CRS; and 1, is the noise vector seen by
the user equipment 20 when the eNB of cell i sends the CRS
f;.

i

In some embodiments, the full beamforming matrix of the
joint transmission on the non-collided resource elements 48 is

Py
P, |
P3

P=

The full beamforming matrixes of the joint transmission on
the collided resource elements are

Py Py 0
P, 0 |and | P,
Pyl LPs P3
with
P2 +| 0 |+ P2
Py Py P3
P=
> ,

corresponding to the three parts of P, respectively. In other
words, the user equipment 20 observes different parts of the
full beamformed channel on each collided resource element
60.

After cancelling the CRS interference from the collided
REs 60, the user equipment can combine the three partial
observations to get the full observation of data s as:
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@

=Gk + 72 = HY HY HE S+7

In some embodiments, H*=[H,* H,* H,"] is the full channel
matrix for joint transmission on the k” resource element, and

is the beamforming matrix for the non-collided resource ele-
ments 48. Finally, the user equipment 20 can use the user
equipment-specific reference signal (UERS) to coherently
decode the PDSCH, by using the observations from both
collided 60 and non-collided 48 resource elements.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating the first scheme,
according to some embodiments. The resource blocks 46 A-
46C from FIG. 5 are shown. Looking at the first three subcar-
riers, the PDSCH and CRS are both sent on the collided
resource elements 70A-70] (collectively, “collided REs 707),
which include each of the resource elements 48 in the fifth
symbol period (column 5). In some embodiments, using
equation (1), above, the receiver of the UE is able to perform
successive interference cancellation to decode the PDSCH
from the collided resource elements.

Looking at resource elements 48 in the first subcarrier, fifth
symbol, denoted 70A, 70B, and 70C, the resource blocks 46 A
and 46B are both occupied by PDSCH resource elements (13,
white), while the resource block 46C includes the CRS
resource element (checkerboard lines). The three resource
elements 70A, 70B, and 70C are collided.

Similarly, looking at resource elements 48 in the second
subcarrier, fifth symbol, denoted 70D, 70E, and 70F, the
resource blocks 46A and 46C include the PDSCH resource
elements (13, white), while the resource block 46B includes
the CRS resource element (horizontal lines). The three
resource elements 70D, 70E, and 70F are collided. Looking at
resource elements 48 in the third subcarrier, fifth symbol,
denoted 70G, 70H, and 701], the resource blocks 46B and 46C
are occupied by PDSCH resource elements (13, white), while
the resource block 46 A has the CRS resource element (verti-
cal lines). The three resource elements 70G, 70H, and 70J are
collided.

Recall from FIG. 3 that three neighboring cells 40 in a
wireless neighborhood may form a cluster, or CoMP set 50.
Any given UE within the wireless neighborhood 100 techni-
cally resides within one of the three cells. However, the UE
will coordinate with all three eNBs within the CoMP set 50.
The UE estimates its channel direction to different eNBs by
measuring reference signals transmitted by each eNB to the
UE.

Thus, in FIG. 7, suppose that, just as in FIG. 3, the UE in
question, known as UE 20, resides in cell 40E. The eNB 30D
in the cell 40D will transmit the RB 46 A to the UE 20 as well
as to other UEs within the cell 40D. Because of CoMP, the UE
in cell 40E will receive the RB 46A as well. Similarly, the
eNB 30F in the cell 40F will transmit its RB 46C to UEs
within the cell 40F, but the UE 20 in cell 40E will also receive
the RB 46C. Thus, the UE 20 in cell 40E receives all three of
the RBs 46A, 46B, and 46C in FIG. 7.

In addition to knowing the CRS RE (horizontal lines) for its
own cell 40E, the UE 20 also knows the CRS RE (vertical
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lines) for the cell 40D and the CRS RE (checkerboard lines)
forthe cell 40F. Thus, upon receiving the three RBs 46 A, 468,
and 46C, the UE 20 is able to subtract out the interfering CRS
REs, using equation (1), and figure out, with certainty, the
PDSCH REs. Because the transmissions by the eNBs in each
cell 40D, 40E, and 40F are coordinated under CoMP, the UE
20 will receive each of the RBs in FIG. 7. Because PDSCH
REs 13,14, 15, and 16 are each transmitted in three different
subcarriers, the UE 20, using the procedure of FIG. 9, below,
is able to recover the PDSCH RE 13, 14, 15, and 16.

Other collided resource elements, such as those labeled
“14”, “15”, and “16”, as well as collided resource elements
from the second downlink slot (not shown), may be processed
in a similar manner. The total number of resource elements 48
available in a resource block 46 is 96 based on the proposed
scheme, which is 14% more than is available for the resource
element-muting example in FIG. 6.

Scheme 2: Transmit Two PDSCH Symbols Over Three
Consecutive CRS-Collided PDSCH Resource Elements

Define M2 [H,P,S H,*P,S H,*P.S], with S£ [5,5,],
I'2 [H%e,r,+0, Hy%e,r,+n, H % r +1,], and Y£ [y,* y,*
2
where y,* is the received vector when the eNB 30 of cell i
sends the CRS r, and the eNBs of the remaining joint trans-
mission cells send data (vector or symbol) s; k is the index of
the resource element; r, is the CRS sent by the eNB of cell i;
H/* is the channel matrix of the downlink channel from the
cellieNB 30 to the user equipment 20; P, is the beamforming
matrix for sending the data s from the cell i eNB 30 to the user
equipment 20; e, is the antenna selection vector that is an all
zero vector, except the i”” element is one, e.g. [1 0 . .. 0]7 for
cell i eNB to send its CRS; and 1, is the noise vector seen by
the user equipment 20 when the eNB of cell i sends the CRS
f;.

First, the transmission of two PDSCH resource elements
over three consecutive CRS-collided resource elements 70
can be expressed as Y=MG+y, where G is a matrix for loading
the data S onto each collided resource element 70. In some
embodiments, it is desirable that G has good properties, such
as diversity order and constant power constraint, for detecting
S. For avoiding interference to legacy user equipment, in
some embodiments, the G matrix has blocks of zero sub-
matrixes on the diagonal as

Al Ay O “)
G2|B 0 Byl
0 ¢ G

where all the sub-matrixes in the expression are 2-by-1 and
the matrix dimension is 6-by-3. In some embodiments, for
supporting the interference measurement of a legacy UE,
matrix pairs, i.e. (A}, A,), (B;, B,), (C,,C,), have at least one
non-zero matrix in each pair.

After cancelling the CRS interference, the result is

Y=MG+¥

where W is the vector for noise and residual interference after
cancelling. For low complexity, in some embodiments, a lin-
ear receiver W, is used such that

S=FYW
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Therefore,

®

(b3

Namely, MGW=(H,*P,+H,*P,+H,*P,)S, where H,*P +
H,"P,*+H,*P, can be estimated from the user equipment ref-
erence signals. By (4) and (5), the following is obtained:

W, 6
1=14 Az][wl] ©
2
wy
I=[B Bz][W}
3
W,
I=[C cz][w}
3
where
wy
w i Wzl
Ws

and W, is 2-by-1.
In some embodiments, there are multiple solutions for (6).
For example,

o 107w, 10
(A 2]‘[0 1sz}‘[o 1}’
B B 1 0 W, 1 0
[12]_11’W3_—11'
o c 1 —17[W, 0 1 ;
L 2]‘[1 OHWJ‘[—l 1}’”
1 0 0
01 0
1 0
1 0 0
G= and W=| 0 1]
1 0 1
-1 1
01 -1
01 0

The corresponding received signals are

o

A = HEPys) + HEPysy + HEears +73

|

H

Pi(51 +52) + Hi@ory + HE P35, + 11,

sk

= Hier +H,2(P2(§1 +§2)—HI3(P331 + R

where y/* is the received vector when the eNB 30 of cell i
sends the CRS r, and the eNBs of the remaining joint trans-
mission cells send a linear combination of data (vector or
symbol) s, and s,; k is the index of the resource element; r, is
the CRS sent by the eNB of cell H/ is the channel matrix of
the downlink channel from the cell i eNB 30 to the user
equipment 20; P, is the beamforming matrix for sending the
data’s from the cell 1 eNB 30 to the user equipment 20; €, is the
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antenna selection vector that is an all zero vector, except the
i element is one, e.g. [1 0 ... 0]T for cell i eNB to send its
CRS; and 1, is the noise vector seen by the user equipment 20
when the eNB of cell i sends the CRS 1.

The linear receiver is given by:

1 0 8)
(80 52]=(HiP + HEPy+ HEPY ' [5% 3% y’{]\ 0 1].
-1 1

Besides the fact that three cells are transmitting joint trans-
mission signal using three different CRS shifts as shown in
FIG. 7, it is also possible for three cells to transmit joint
transmission signals using two different CRS shifts, as in
FIG. 8. In the latter case, the solution is very similar two-cell
joint transmission with two CRS shifts.

The CRS locations of the entire resource block form a
pattern, as shown in FIG. 8. This pattern may be shifted (in the
frequency domain) to avoid collision among neighboring
eNBs. For example, one resource block 46 has twelve sub-
carriers. The first CRS of the resource block may show up in
subcarrier 0 for eNB 1, the first CRS of eNB 2 may start from
subcarrier 1, and the first CRS of eNB 3 may start from
subcarrier 5.

The received signal over two consecutive resource ele-
ments 48 can be written as:

{ V= HPS + Hizor + Hiesrs + 7 )

y’é = Hll(?lrl + HIZ(P2§ + H§P3§ +7n

In some embodiments, the difference with two-cell joint
transmission is that the user equipment 20 needs to cancel two
shifts for one resource element and one shift for another
resource element. As used herein, “cancel two shifts”, means
cancelling two collided CRSs from the neighboring eNBs.
Since some data RE (PDSCH) may be collided by two neigh-
boring eNBs’ CRSs and others may be only collided by one
neighboring eNB’s CRS, the subtraction process may be
slightly different, but the principle is the same as just doing
sequential reconstruction and subtraction. The post CRS-IC
combining and demodulation is the same as for two-cell joint
transmission.

FIG. 8 shows the same three resource blocks 46A, 468, and
46C from FIG. 7, according to some embodiments. This time,
instead of having one PDSCH symbol over three consecutive
CRS-collided PDSCH REs, there are two PDSCH symbols
over three consecutive CRS-collided PDSCH REs. FIG. 8
thus demonstrates an example of three-cell joint transmission
with two different CRS shifts. The PDSCH symbols are
arranged with the CRS REs according to equation (7), in
some embodiments.

Looking at the first three subcarriers, the PDSCH and CRS
are both sent on the collided resource elements 70K-70T
(collectively, “collided REs 70”), which include each of the
resource elements 48 in the fifth symbol period (column 5). In
some embodiments, using equation (7), above, the receiver of
the UE is able to perform successive interference cancellation
to decode the PDSCH from the collided resource elements.

Looking at resource elements 48 in the first subcarrier, fifth
symbol, denoted 70K, 70L, and 70M, the resource block 46 A
is occupied by a first PDSCH resource element (13, white) the
resource block 46B is occupied by a second PDSCH resource
element (14, white), while the resource block 46C includes
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the CRS resource element (checkerboard lines). The three
resource elements 70K, 70L, and 70M are collided.

Similarly, looking at resource elements 48 in the second
subcarrier, fifth symbol, denoted 70N, 70P, and 70Q, the
resource block 46A is occupied by a sum of two resource
elements (13+14, white) and the resource block 46C is occu-
pied by the PDSCH resource element (14, white), while the
resource block 46B includes the CRS resource element (hori-
zontal lines). The three resource elements 70N, 70P, and 70Q
are collided. Looking at the resource elements 48 in the third
subcarrier, fiftth symbol, denoted 70R, 70S, and 70T, the
resource block 46B is occupied by a sum of two PDSCH
resource elements (13+14, white), the resource block 46C is
occupied by a single resource element (-13, white), while the
resource block 46A has the CRS resource element (vertical
lines). The three resource elements 70R, 70S, and 70T are
collided.

The first three subcarriers of the fifth symbol are outlined
with a thick black line. Two PDSCH symbols, 13 and 14, are
transmitted in the first three subcarriers. As in the first
scheme, the UE receiving the RBs has enough information to
extract the PDSCH symbol 13 and the PDSCH symbol 14, by
performing the operations of FIG. 9, as described below. The
three eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F (forming cluster 50B as in
FIG. 3) are jointly transmitting the RBs 46 A, 46B, and 46C,
respectively. In the first subcarrier, the first eNB 30D sends
data symbol, s, (13), which may be characterized mathemati-
cally as 1xs;+0xs,, the second eNB 30E sends data symbol,
s, (14), which may be characterized as Oxs, +1xs,, and the
third eNB 30F sends its CRS (checkerboard lines). In the
second subcarrier, the first eNB 30D sends data symbol, s, +s,
(13+14), the second eNB 30E sends its CRS (horizontal
lines), and the third eNB 30F sends data symbol, s, (14),
which may be characterized as Oxs,;+1xs,. In the third sub-
carrier, the first eNB 30D sends its CRS (vertical lines), the
second eNB 30E sends data symbol, s,+s, (13+14), and the
third eNB 30F sends data symbol, —s; (-=13), which may be
characterized as —1xs,; +0xs,. Thus, while one eNB sends its
CRS on a collided RE, another eNB sends a linear combina-
tion of two data symbols on the same RE.

The next three subcarriers of the fifth symbol are outlined
in dark gray. Two PDSCH symbols, 15, and 16, are transmit-
ted in these subcarriers. The third set of subcarriers (outlined
in light gray) contains PDSCH symbols 17 and 18, and the
last set of subcarriers (black) contains PDSCH symbols 19
and 20. As with the first three subcarriers, the transmissions
are based on equation (7), above.

Before describing the third scheme 500 of the PDSCH
resource element mapping method 200, FIGS. 9 and 10 are
flow diagrams showing operations performed by the UE and
eNB, respectively, in performing the two schemes embodied
in FIGS. 7 and 8 and mathematically expressed by equations
(1) and (7).

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram showing operations performed by
the UE receiver in performing the above two schemes, in
some embodiments. The first scheme, transmitting one
PDSCH RE over three consecutive CRS-collided resource
elements 300 (FIG. 7) and the second scheme, transmitting
two PDSCH REs over three consecutive CRS-collided
resource elements 400 (FIG. 8) are both managed by the UE
receiver in a similar fashion. Using its knowledge about all
three CRS REs in the cluster (vertical, horizontal, and check-
erboard), as well as the channel characteristics, the UE
receiver is able to perform successive interference cancella-
tion, due to the collided resource elements 70.

First, the UE receiver 20 obtains the collided resource
element 70, which includes both the CRS RE and the PDSCH
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RE, by receiving each resource block in FIG. 7 or in FIG. 8,
RB 46A, RB 46B, and RB 46C (block 202). Next, the UE 20
detects the CRS RE and estimates its channel response (block
204). The UE 20 estimates the channel response of each
channel transmitting the respective resource blocks using the
CRS REs of all resource blocks 46. Thus, the UE 20 estimates
the channel response for a first channel transmitting the first
RB 46A from the eNB 30A based on the vertical lined CRS
REs, the UE estimates the channel response for a second
channel transmitting the second RB 46B from the eNB 30B
based on the horizontal lined CRS REs, and the UE estimates
the channel response for a third channel transmitting the third
RB 46C from the eNB 30C based on the checkerboard lined
CRS REs. In equations (1) and (7), the channel response is
denoted by the symbol, H, the channel matrix of the down-
link channel from the cell i eNB 30 to the user equipment 20.

Recall that both the eNB and the UE know what the cell-
specific reference signal (CRS) is supposed to be. The UE 20,
located in the cluster 50B (FIG. 3) knows the checkerboard
lined CRS RE because the CRS resides in the cell 40N, which
is part of the cluster 50B in which the UE resides. However,
the UE 20 also knows the vertical lined CRS RE and the
horizontal lined CRS RE, since these are part of the same
cluster 50. The UE 20 also receives the PDSCH REs from
RBs 46 A and 46B. In equations (1) and (7), the CRS REs are
denoted using the term, r,, the CRS sent by the eNB of cell i.
Thus, at this point, the UE 20 knows both the H* and the r,
terms of equations (1) or (7), depending on which scheme is
being used.

The received signal ofthe CRS RE on the collided resource
element 70 is reconstructed (block 206). Reconstruction, as
used in this context, means that the known elements ascer-
tained by the UE 20 are multiplied together, as in equations
(1) or (7). The H/ and the r, terms are multiplied with either
the antenna selection vector or the beamforming matrix, as
appropriate. Recall from equations (1) and (7) that P, is the
beamforming matrix for sending the data's from the cell i eNB
30 to the user equipment 20 while €, is the antenna selection
vector that is an all zero vector, except the i” element is one,
e.g.[10...0]" for cell i eNB to send its CRS. The antenna
selection vector, €,, is thus used to send the CRS RFEs, as the
CRS REs are broadcast omnidirectionally (e.g., to all entities
in the cluster 50). The beamforming matrix, P,, by contrast, is
used to send the PDSCH data to a specific UE, and is thus not
broadcast, but is beamformed.

The reconstructed signal is then subtracted from the origi-
nally received signal (block 208). Finally, the remaining
PDSCH data is detected in the subtracted out signal without
the strong CRS interference (block 210). This means that,
using equations (1) or (7), the desired PDSCH data signal,
given by s, is solved for by the UE receiver 20.

In some embodiments, the resource block 46 is jointly
processed to extract the information within it. For example,
the channel responses of the entire resource block 46 may be
estimated from all the reference signals (e.g. UERS or CRS)
of the resource block jointly. In some embodiments, the data
of'the resource block is also detected jointly, using all the data
REs, including those initially corrupted by the neighboring
cell CRS, but cleaned up by subtraction. Since channel coding
(e.g., turbo code) is applied over the resource block, the
likelihood information of each codebit gleaned from each
data RE is sent to the turbo decoder for joint decoding.

For the example in FIG. 7, the PDSCH data is sent three
times on three collided resource elements 70. Recall that
every resource element 48 in the fifth symbol period is a
collided resource element, due to the simultaneous transmis-
sion of CRS and PDSCH resource elements. As shown in
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FIG. 7, the PDSCH resource element, denoted “13”, is sent
with the first subcarrier (row 1), with the second subcarrier
(row 2), and with the third subcarrier (row 3). These three
resource element positions are outlined with a thick black
rectangle in FIG. 7. Since the UE receiver is able to detect the
CRS associated with its home eNB, as well as the CRSs of
other cells 40 in the cluster 50, subtract the CRS from the
collided resource element, and detect the PDSCH data, the
interference problem is solved without having to mute all the
PDSCH REs in the fifth symbol period, in some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 7 shows where both the PDSCH and CRS REs are sent
on the collided resource elements 70. Unlike the example in
FIG. 6 in which the PDSCH resource elements 48 that are
transmitted in the same resource element with the CRS are
muted, in FIG. 7, two joint transmission cells can utilize the
collided resource elements 70 to send the PDSCH RE.

The principle illustrated in FIG. 7 may be viewed as a
spatial multiplexing operation between the CRS from one
joint transmission cell and the PDSCH resource element from
the other two joint transmission cells. Collided resource ele-
ments are denoted 70A-701] to illustrate the spatial multiplex-
ing and to distinguish from the collided REs 60A-60J (FIG.
5). The PDSCH denoted “13” is sent on resource element 70A
from cell 40D and on resource element 70B from cell 40E,
while CRS is sent on resource element 70C from cell 40F.
Thus, there is spatial multiplexing between the CRS of one
joint transmission cell and the PDSCH resource elements
from two joint transmission cells. The same PDSCH (“13”) is
also sent on the second and third subcarriers (rows). In each
case, there are two PDSCH resource elements and one CRS
occupying the same location in the resource block 40. A
mathematical expression for using three contiguous CRS-
collided PDSCH resource elements to transmit one PDSCH
resource element is given in the equation (1).

Within a given resource block 46, each PDSCH resource
element (e.g., “13”) is repeated twice. In other words, each
PDSCH resource element is transmitted three times. Thus,
while the throughput is improved in the scenario of FIG. 7
over the muted PDSCH example (FIG. 6), there is still an
opportunity to further improve the throughput.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram showing the PDSCH resource
element mapping method 200 of FIG. 1 from the perspective
of'the eNBs that make up a cluster performing joint transmis-
sion. The operations of FIG. 10 may, for example, be per-
formed by the eNBs 30D, 30E, and 30F in the cluster 50B
(FIG. 3).

The three eNBs making up the cluster select a scheme for
joint transmission (block 252). The eNBs may send one data
symbol over three collided REs, as in FIG. 7. Or, the eNBs
may send two data symbols over three collided REs, as in
FIG. 8. Or, the eNBs may send one data symbol over two
collided REs. Once the transmissions have taken place, the
eNBs each communicate with their receiving UE about the
selected scheme (block 254). While one eNB sends its CRS
on a collided RE, at least one of the other eNBs sends either
one data symbol, as in FIG. 7, or a combination of two data
symbols, as in FIG. 8 (block 256).

Scheme 3: Use a Modulation Order Lower than is Indicated
by MCS for CRS-Collided Resource Elements (FIG. 11)

For the user equipment to operate at a very high SINR, a
high modulation and coding scheme (MCS), which means
high modulation order and high coding rate, may be selected
for PDSCH transmission. The residual CRS interference after
CRS cancellation may contribute more to a PDSCH decoding
error than white noise at a high SINR. Further, the PDSCH
transmitted with a high MCS is more sensitive to the interfer-
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ence, as compared with a PDSCH transmitted with a low
MCS. Thus, the performance of a superimposed PDSCH
transmission with CRS cancellation may be worse than with
the PDSCH muting scheme described above (FIG. 6).

A possible alternative to alleviate the PDSCH decoding
error is to use a lower modulation order compared with the
MCS fed back by the UE in the REs that are interfered with by
the CRS (e.g., resource elements 13-16 in FIG. 7 or resource
elements 13-20 in FIG. 8), and use the modulation order
indicated by the fed back MCS in the normal resource ele-
ments that are not polluted by the CRS resource element (e.g.,
non-collided REs).

For example, if the user equipment 20 feeds back an MCS
corresponding to 64QAM, the eNB 30 can use 16QAM/
QPSK in the resource elements polluted by the CRS and keep
64QAM in the other (noncollided) resource elements. FIG.
11 illustrates this principle, according to some embodiments.
CRS-collided REs occupying the fifth symbol period are
transmitted using 16 QAM/QPSK, while the remaining non-
collided REs (e.g., REs occupying all other symbol periods)
are transmitted using 64 QAM.

In some embodiments, the eNB makes corresponding
changes in its rate matching procedure, and this special pro-
cess may be indicated to the user equipment through RRC
signaling. (RRC is short for radio resource control, and is one
of'the control layers in LTE.) Rate matching is the puncturing
and repetition of codebits (or encoded bits) such that the
processed codebits can be loaded on the usable REs for car-
rying the codebits. The number of the usable REs may vary
for a number of reasons. Some REs may be used for sending
CRSs such that they cannot be used to send other signals.

While the application has been described with respect to a
limited number of embodiments, those skilled in the art will
appreciate numerous modifications and variations therefrom.
It is intended that the appended claims cover all such modi-
fications and variations as fall within the true spirit and scope
of the invention.

We claim:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, by a user equipment (UE) in a cluster, a joint

transmission comprising a plurality of resource blocks

(RBs) from multiple respective base stations (eNBs) in

the cluster, each RB comprising a plurality of physical

downlink shared channel (PDSCH) resource elements

(REs), wherein:

a first eNB transmits a first RB of the at least two RBs,
the first transmission comprising:

a cell-specific reference signal (CRS) at a first RE
location of the first RB, wherein the first RE loca-
tion comprises a subcarrier and symbol period of
the RB; and

a linear combination of multiple symbols at a second
location of the first RB, wherein the first and second
RE locations occupy the same symbol period of the
RB;

a second eNB transmits a second RB of the plurality of

RBs, the second transmission comprising:

a second CRS at the second RE location of the second
RB; and

a linear combination of the multiple symbols at the first
location of the second RB;

extracting, by the UE, a linear combination of the multiple

symbols from the joint transmission;

detecting, by the UE, the first CRS from the first RB,

wherein the UE employs the first CRS to estimate a first
channel response of a first channel disposed between the
UE and the first eNB;
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detecting, by the UE, the second CRS from the second RB,
wherein the UE employs the second CRS to estimate a
second channel response of a second channel disposed
between the UE and the second eNB; and

detecting, by the UE, a third CRS from a third RB, wherein
the UE employs the third CRS to estimate a third channel
response of a third channel disposed between the UE and
a third eNB;

multiplying, by the UE, the first channel response by the
first CRS, resulting in a first reconstructed CRS;

multiplying, by the UE, the second channel response by the
second CRS, resulting in a second reconstructed CRS;
and

multiplying, by the UE, the third channel response by the
third CRS, resulting in the third reconstructed CRS.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the linear combination

of the multiple symbols is given by:

¥+ s+ . L oS

whereinc,,c,, ..., cyare complex coefficients including zero
and one and s, s,, . . ., s, are symbols of interest used to
perform channel estimation or provide data information.
3. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
subtracting, by the UE, first, second, and third recon-
structed CRSs from the joint transmission.
4. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
using, by the UE, the following equation to detect a data
signal, given by s, from the joint transmission:

= HEP 5 + HEPys + Hiesrs + 73
—k _ ppkp < k. kp.c4 %
Yo = H{Pi3+ Hyerry + Hy P35+

y’i = H{‘?lrl + le(sz + H§P3§ + R
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wherey *is a received vector when an eNB of cell i sends CRS
r; and the eNBs of the remaining joint transmission cells send
datas; k is the index ofthe resource element; r, is the CRS sent
by the eNB of cell i; H,* is the channel matrix of the downlink
channel from the cell i eNB to the UE; P, is a beamforming
matrix for sending the data s from the cell i eNB to the UE; e,
is an antenna selection vector for cell i eNB to send its CRS;
and n, is a noise vector seen by the UE when the eNB of cell
i sends the CRSr,.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

using, by the UE, the following equation to detect the linear
combination of two data signals, given by s, ands,, from
the joint transmission:

¥4 = HiPi5) + HEPys, + Hiesrs + 703
y’é = H,fpl(il +52) + Hé‘?zrz + H§P3§2 + 7

ok k— k < < kp = —
yi = Hlelrl +H2P2(51 +52)—H3P351 +

wherey *is a received vector when an eNB of cell i sends CRS
r; and the eNBs of the remaining joint transmission cells send
the linear combinations of two data signals s, and s, k is the
index of the RE; r, is the CRS sent by the eNB of cell i; H/* is
the channel matrix of the downlink channel from the cell i
eNB to the UE; P, is a beamforming matrix for sending the
linear combination of two data signals data's, and s, from the
cell i eNB to the UE; €, is an antenna selection vector for cell
ieNB to send its CRS; and n, is a noise vector seen by the UE
when the eNB of cell i sends the CRS 1.
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